A CLOAK WITH BEADS
She could not know, however, for all the time
he was scraping together his pence, he kept
up a ring-ding-dang about her folly. Hendry
gave Jess all the wages he weaved, except
threepence weekly, most of which went in
tobacco and snuff. The dulseman had perhaps
a halfpenny from him in the fortnight. I
noticed that for a long time Hendry neither
smoked nor snuffed, and I knew that for years
he had carried a shilling in his snuff-mull.
The remainder of the money he must have
made by extra work at his loom, by working
harder, for he could scarcely have worked longer.

It was one day shortly before Jamie's return
to Thrums that Jess saw Hendry pass the house
and go down the brae when he ought to have
come in to his brose. She sat at the window
watching for him, and by and by he reappeared,
carrying a parcel.

" Whaur on earth hae ye been ? " she asked,
11 an' what's that you're carryin' ? "

" Did ye think it was an eleven an' a bit ? "
said Hendry.
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